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Far following summary of Instruc- 
tions for the YEOMEN CAVALRY, is 
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with the Inhabitants of the County of 
Buckingham at large ; and with those 
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triotic example, has so much contri- 
buted to render at once numerous and 
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INSTRUCTIONS, &c. 


CE — — — 


ARTICLES OF ENROLLMENT 


OF THE 


ARMED YEOMANRY 


OF THE 
COUNTY OF BUCKS. 


W uhose names are hereunto subscribed, 
being Freeholders, Veomen, or substantial 
inhabitants of the County of Buckingham, 
in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, en- 
titled, An Act for the encouragement and 
« disciplining of such Corps, or Companies 
«© of men, as shall voluntarily enroll them- 
«« selves for the defence of their towns or 
« coasts, or for the general defence of the 
kingdom during the present War;“ do 
A 
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voluntarily enroll ourselves, to form a Body, 
to be called the ARMED Y EOMANRY of the 
County of Bucks, for the Internal Defence 
and Security of the Kingdom during the 
present War, on the following conditions : 


I. 


To receive no Pay, unless when embodied 
or called out, but to attend, mounted on a 
serviceable Gelding or Mare, to be approved 
of by the Commanding Officer of each Troop, 
and not less than fourteen hands high, for 
the purpose of Meetings for Exercise, at such 
times or places as shall be directed by the 
Commanding Officer. 


II. 


The times and places of meeting, to be fixed 
on such days, and at such hours of the day, 
as may interfere the least with the other avo- 


cations of the persons composing the respec- 
tive Troops. 


Ce 


V. 
+ 
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III. 


The Corps to be subject to be embodied, 
within the County, by special direction from 
his Majesty on appearance of invasion; and 
to be called out of the County by the like 
authority from his Majesty, in case of actual 
Indasion. 


IV. 


To be liable to be called upon by order 
from his Majesty, or by the Lord Lieute- 
nant, or by the Sheriff of the County, for 
the suppression of riots or tumults within 
the County. 


V. 


In all cases when embodied or called out, 
to receive Pay as Cavalry, and to be subject 
to the provisions of the Mutiny Bill. 


VI. 


Each person attending on the days of 
meeting to wear a uniform, to be provided at 
A 2 
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the expence of the County subscription, to- 
gether with Arms and Accoutrements. 


VII. 


Each Troop to consist of not less than fifty 
Men, including Officers. 


VIII. 


Persons desirous of furnishing a Substitute, 
may do so, on condition that he be a man of 
good character, having a fixed residence in 


the County, that he be accustomed to riding, 


that he be not a person likely to enlist in the 
Army, Navy, or Militia; and that he be 
approved of by a majority of those persons 


who compose the Troop in which he is to 
serve. 


IX. 


The Substitutes to be equipped and mount- 
ed in the same manner as those who serve for 
themselves, and at expence of the persons by 
whom they are brought forward. 


| 
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{ 
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X. 


Whereas several Gentlemen who offer their 
personal service, may be desirous of render- 
ing farther assistance towards the formation 
of this Body, by furnishing men and horses 
to make up the compliment of any Troop ; 
persons so brought forward, and furnished 
with horses, may be accepted on the like con- 
ditions as the Substitutes abovementioned. 


Under the above Articles, the Gentlemen, 
Yeomen, and substantial Inhabitants of the 
County of Buckingham, have enrolled and 
formed six Troops, in different districts of 
the County. 
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RULES 
for the Cox puer and EXERCISE of 
THE ARMED YEOMANRY, 
of the County of Buckingham. 


Tur following Rules are framed in consi- 
deration of a Troop or Squadron, exercising 
or acting by itself, and not regimented with 
others; but whenever this may be the case, 
they are so framed as to admit of ready appli- 
cation to a more extensive scale of Ma- 
nœuvre, to greater variety of Evolutions, 
and to such alterations in the Word of Com- 
mand, as larger bodies may require when 
moving together, or in detail. 

Some few deviations from the practice of 
regular Cavalry are unavoidable, from the 
nature of our institution and appointments ; 


= 


and from our horses not being trained in the 
manage, to passage, and move expertly in all 
directions. Such deviations should, however, 
be as few as possible. 

Those who have hitherto written on Ca- 
valry Service and Exercise, have adapted 
their instructions rather to his Majesty's Re- 
gular Forces, —they have written for the use 
of the Officers who are to instruct, and not for 
the Men who are to be instructed; and accord - 
ingly, they have omitted many details of Mi- 
litary lesson, which would be useful to the 
ARMEDYEOMANRY, Whilst they have insert- 
ed others foreign to our establishment. 

It is intended that this short Essay shall 
comprize such subjects as belong to the spirit, 
purpose, and practice of our Institution, and 
no other. 

Rules of Conduct, with observations, will 
be suggested, and the Words of Command 
will be given, with Explanations of Practice 
in the Field. 

Guibert, in his Essay on Tactics, says, the 
common soldier is too little reasoned with. 
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If this is true of the ordinary recruit, I am 
Sure men of your situation and intelligence 
may be reasoned with to yet greater advan- 
tage, and that some lesson of theory will be 
useful to you, when you come to act. 

Let me request, that you will carry this 
little Book at all times in your pocket, that 
you will recur to it often, and impress each 
head of instruction on your minds, so as se- 
verally to avail yourselves of it, when you 
come to the Field for Exercise, or are called 
upon for Actual Service. | 


The first requisite 1s, that each Yeoman of 
the Troop keep his Sword and Pistol clean, 
and in bright and serviceable order. He 
Should take care that no young or idle visi- 
tor draw and hack his Sword in play, as its 
neat and proper edge is most necessary in 
Service; and for it to appear wantonly hacked, 
is disgraceful: nor should the Pistol ever be 
fired or snapt, but at times of Exercise or 
Service, or in practice to the horse at home. 

It will be necessary from time to time to 
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examine the bridles, holsters, and goatskins. 
The moth is apt to get into and damage the 
latter. Pepper, camphire, or other preserva- 
tive may be used. 

It cannot be expected that our horses 
Should passage, or in some other respects be 
under manage; it is, however, necessary that 
they should be taught to rein back, and to 
stand fire in front, as well as from their backs, 
at rest, and in trot or gallop. 

In reining back and in standing fire, Gen- 
tlemen are requested to practise their horses 
occasionally at home. 

In practising the horse to stand fire, begin 
by firing a pistol at forty or fifty yards in 
front, on flanks, and in rear; and approach 
gradually, as the horse bears the use of the 
pistol.— Then use the horse to the sound of 
cocking and snapping the pistol on his back, 
—familiarized to the sound and flash of fire 
from others, he will soon, if not immediate- 
ly, disregard it from his rider. 

Itis further recommended, that in ordinary 
riding, they will accustom themselves at all 
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times to hold the rein in the left hand ; which 
will render 1t more expert and ready for 
management of the horse, when of necessity 
the right hand is engaged with the Sword. 

The Arms and Accoutrements being thus 
properly kept, and the horses so far prepa- 
red, the Troop will at all times be ready 
to meet for Exercise, or more serious OCca- 
sion. 

When in either case the Troop is called 
out, it is to be remembered, that punctuality 
and precision are essentially necessary, when 
numbers are from any distance to meet to- 
gether for Military operation: in Military 
Service, success may depend on the instant. 

It is expected that every Gentleman will 
make a point of honour, of being at the post 
assigned, rather before the time fixed, than 
one moment after; the time is always meant 
to be precise whether so expressed or not. 

Adverting merely to days of Field Exer- 
cise, he who comes too late to his ground, 
and after the Troop is formed and told off, 
cannot then fall in, but with new arrange- 
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ment, he must create delay, or his attend- 
ance must be useless. 

In attention to his friends, he will avoid 
the first; in attention to himself, he will avoid 
imputation of the latter. 

But further; each Gentleman will consider 
punctuality in this, as in every other engage- 
ment, to be a positive duty; each when en- 
rolling his name a Volunteer in the ARMED 
YEOMANRY, must have considered himselfas 
solemnly pledged to add his service, with that 
of others, to make the Institution useful to 
his Country. 

Regular attendance at Meetings, and at- 
tention and subordination at Exercise, or on 
Service, are most requisite to this effect. 

One only must direct, that the rest may be 
directed, and act together; and it is the act- 
ing together, and in concert, which ves 
Strength and effect to numbers. 

This observation 15 equally applicable to a 
party of six acting under command of the Ser- 


jeant or Corporal, as to the Troop vader com- 


mand of the Captain. 
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On strict subordination, whether in Squa- 
dron or Detachment, depends the service of 
the whole, and the safety of each. 

Under the article of subordination, I will 
add, that strict silence whilst under Arms, is 
indispensable to general attention; and that 
on expeditions (particularly in the night), 
suited to us as Country Partizans and Hus- 
sars, the success of the Enterprize, and even 
the safety of the Party, may depend on silence; 
which in a Body of Men acting together, is 
to be obtained only by habitual practice and 
discipline. 

It is by attention, that a Troop of respect- 
able and well educated men, as those to whom 
these Rules and Explanations are addressed, 
becomes expert, to a degree, and in a space 
of time, incredible to the Drill- Adjutant of 
ordinary Recruits. It is from the early and 
accurate improvement in military evolution 
and military intelligence, the result of atten- 
tzon, from which every true British Patriot 
augurs immediate and certain support to the 
I. aws and Constitution of his Country, whilst 


— — 


— 


[13 ] 


intrusted to the care of those, who from pro- 


df | perty, feeling, and character, have a mutual 
} Stake in their conservation. 

IN! It is in attention to the duties of English- 

is men, thinking themselves bounden to sup- 

it port the government which best protects their 

* | own persons and property, that the establish- 

- ment of ARMED YEOMANRY originated; it 

n is in attention to the duties of the military si- 

; tuation which they have engaged in, by which 

8 alone they can render it of public benefit, and 

= effectual to the purpose of its institution. 
When the Troop is assembled, and from 

d the moment the Commanding Officer gives 

n the word attention, not a word is to be spoken, 

5 unless when the Troop is ordered to sit at 

e ate, or dismounted, to stand at ease. 

f 

4 

1 

t 
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PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS: 
Rank and File. 


All men abreast of each other, are called 
in Rank. 

Those before and behind, are called in File. 
By ten File 1s understood twenty men, the 
one before and one behind making one File. 

To move as one, and with precision, the 
rear rank man should remark and exactly 
cover (that is, keep in a right line behind) 
the front rank man of the same file. 

As those in the rear rank should cover 
their files in front, so both ranks should ex- 
actly Dress. 


To Dress, 


Is to keep in direct line of rank abreast of 
each other. The rule by which this may be 
done, is— keeping the body upright on the 
saddle, and head erect, but just to see the 
breast of the second man. 

The rank will be well dressed, when knee 
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is on the line with knee, supposing the Troop 
to be equally and properly mounted ; and 
when the Troop is in charge, or in particu- 
lar evolutions when the eye 1s engaged, the 
knee is a proper occasional resource for 
Dressing in rank. 

The entire rank will Dress, or form its line, 
by the man respectively on the. Flanks, or 
extreme of the Right or Left of each Rank; 
or by the man in the Centre. 

When Halted, the Troop are to keep their 
eyes to the Right, and Dress by the Right hand 
man of each Rank. | 

In March, the Troop are to turn their eyes 

and Dress to the Centre. 

When, in Evolution, the Troop is broken 
into single File, —Files, — Threes,— Divi- 
sions, &c. and is commanded to form; as 
the Files or Divisions come up, they are to 
turn their eyes, and Dress to the Flank, or 
fornt on which they are to form, as in its proper 
place will be more fully explained. 

The men on the Flanks or in the Centre, 
by whom the Troop are to Dress or Form, 

B 2 
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will be careful to take and keep their eye on 
some building, tree, shrub, or other object in 
the direction of the line of March, or in the 
direction to which the Troop is to front, 
when commanded to Form, and when Halted; 
fixing their attention on such object, they will 
keep their horses' heads straight, and bodies 
upright. 

The man on the flank, which is the station- 
ary point on which the portion of circle is 
described, when the flank moves or wheels 
round, is termed the P:vot Man. 

The Pivot Man in Wheelings, will particu- 
larly be careful to move round to a right 
angle, and dress square to the front, to which 
the party Wheeling is to form. The man on 
the other Flank, or Wheeler, will move round 
Square, to Dress by the Pivot Man. The 
Troop when Halted, after its Wheeling, will 
turn *eyes to the Right, and Dress by the 
Flank man on the Right. 


Files. 


The distance between those in the same 
rank, is directed by the word Files. 


/ ) 
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Each man in the rear rank, is to regulate 
his station or motions by the man before him 
in the front rank, or File Leader. 

Close Files. —Is boot- top touching boot-top. 

Easy Files. A hand, or four inches asunder. 

Open Files. — Is room for a horse and man 
to pass between. 

Files double distance. — Is a horse's length, 
or room for the rider to turn his horse round 
on his own ground, clear of those to his Right 
and Left. | 

The horses not being trained to passage, 
these respective distances are to be taken by 
obliquing off from the Centre, as the Troop 
moves gently on. When the Flank Files 
have gained their proper distance (according 
to the Word of Command), the Officer will 
give the word * Halt,* when the whole will 
front. —Or if to march on, the word For- 
ward,'—when each Dressing (i. e. looking to 
theCentre) will keep his horse's head straight, 
and move forward, preserving his distance as 
taken from the File he looks to. 

N. B. The Troop is always to form at easy 

B 3 
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Files, or four inches from knee to knee, 
unless otherwise ordered. 


Order of Ranks. 


The distances of the rear rank, from the 
front rank, are expressed by the word * Or- 
der. 

Extended Order. — Is when the rear rank is 
as far behind the front rank, as the length of 
the entire rank. 

Open Order. — When the length of a Divi- 
sion or half rank. 

Order. — At three horses' length. 

Close Order. — At a horse's length. 

Close to Croupe.— Close up, bit to crupper. 

The Flank men, and man in Centre of the 
rear rank will particularly attend to their 
distances of Order, as the whole of their rank 
will look to, and depend on them. 


To Drau Swords, 


In three motions, taking the time from a 
man moving out on the Right, so as to per- 
form the motions accurately and together. 


( 
I 
( 
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In Military language, such advanced man is 
called the Flegel Man. ö 

Draw Swords. ist motion. —Bring the 
Right arm briskly and close over the body, 
Seize the grasp of the sword, give it a shake 
to loosen it from the scabbard, and draw it 
about six inches, which will bring the right 
hand level with the left elbow. 

2d motion, —Clear the sword from the 
scabbard, drawing it forward, and passing 
the blade close by the left of the horse's 
neck, with the edge outwards. When clear 
of the horse's head, bring it up briskly per- 
pendicular above the head, flat to the face, 
edge to the left, hand to the chin. 

zd mot:zon.—Bring the Sword hand briskly 
down to the right holster, carrying the Sword 
nearly upright, the point a little inclining 
over the left eye, and the edge somewhat 
turned outwards. 


To Return Swords in Four Motions. 


15? motion. —Raise the sword perpendicu- 
lar, the Sword hand to the chin. 


1 20] 


24 motion.—Drop the point over the left 
Shoulder, and slide the blade down the arm, 
till the point meets the opening of the scab- 
bard ; guide it in with the left arm, and push 
home the blade to within six inches of the 
hilt, the sword hand remaining level with the 
left elbow. 

34 motion. Push the Sword home into the 
scabbard. . 

4th motion. —Bring the Sword hand smartly 
back to the right thigh. 

N. B. When the Troop is well practised, the 
motions of Drawing the Sword should be 
done as quick as possible in succession, $0 
as to appear but one course of regular ac- 
tion. 


To Load Pistol. 


Prepare to Load. —Unbutton the cap of the 
holster, and give the Pistol a shake to loosen 
it from the holster. 

Load Pistol. — Draw forth the Pistol with 
the right hand; turn the bridle hand with the 
palm upwards to receive the Pistol, place the 
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Pistol in the grasp of the bridle hand, the 
barrel upwards, the guard just over, and 
close to the little finger, the muzzle pointing 
over the horse's right ear: open the pan, 
take the cartridge, and bite off the end,— 
prime, —shut the pan, then load, taking care 
to shake all the powder out of the cartridge 
into the barrel, before you ram down the 
cartridge ;— return ramrod,—take the Pistol 
with the right hand, carrying it recovered, — 
that is, upright to the right arm, but rather 
inclining over the horse's right ear, it will be 
thus ready for action, or to return to the 
holster. 

N. B. It is necessary both for safety and for 
service, at all times to pay strict attention 
to the line of direction of the Pistol, whilst 
loading, and when loaded. 

In regard to Firing, and the general use of 
the Pistol to Cavalry, it will hereafter be a 
Subject of Rules and Directions under the 
Article of Skirms/rng. 
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To Dis mount. 


The Files being told off, Right and Left, for 
the purpose of giving room to dismount. 

Rear rank take open Order. — March. 

Prepare to Dismount. 

The even Files, 2, 4, 6, 8, &c. front, and 
rear, rein back a horse's length; — each 
shortening the rein sufficiently to have com- 
mand of the horse's mouth without checking 
him. 

Dismount.— ist. Bring the right leg over 
the saddle, with the right hand holding on 
the cantle, or back part of the saddle, and 
Standing erect in the left stirrup. 

2d. Bring the right foot to the ground, — 
clear the left foot from the stirrup, and stand- 
ing fronting, with the right shoulder to the 
left holster, and take the left rein with the 
right hand close to the horse's mouth. 


To Mount. 


Prepare to Mount. — The whole step back 
with the right foot, face the horse, and take 


or 
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the reins short in the left hand, holding up 
the right arm, to denote to the advanced man 
(or Flegel man) in front, and who is to give 
the time, that all are ready; then wait the 
Word of Command to perform the following 
motions, and together. 

Mount.—1st. Seize the left stirrup, just 
above the iron, with the right hand, and 
turning it square to the left foot, put it on 
as far as the ball of the foot, 

zd. Clap the hand smartly on the cantle, 
or hind part of the saddle, and raise the body, 
Standing upright in the stirrup. 

3d. Throw the right leg over the saddle, 
taking a proper and upright seat, and bring- 
ing the right hand on the thigh. 

Alternate Files move up to intervals. 

The above preliminary Instructions being 
attended to, and kept in mind, we will pro- 
ceed to the Field of Exercise. 
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The YEOMANRY when first assembled on 
the ground, will draw up in one rank or 
line, in order to ascertain the numbers met 
for Exercise or Service ;—one half of such 
number will then, by the Quarter-Master, 
&c. be called forward to form the front 
rank, taking care to select the stoutest men 
and the largest horses; and of these again to 
place the stoutest and largest on the flanks 
of such ranks. 

The remaining number will be arranged 
with like attention, to placing the stoutest 
men and horses on the flanks, and form the 
rear rank. 

The rear rank will move up close to croupe, 
and cover the front e ee to man co- 
vering his file. 

The Troop will then be told off. 


Telling off. 

Is dividing and subdividing the numbers 
of the Troop, in order that it may accommo- 
date its movement or station to the ground 
it 15 upon, and be capable of forming with an 
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off, depends the precision and service of each 
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extent of front suited to act in narrow or in 
open space, in a Lane or Common, in a 
street or square; and to change the direc- 
tion of its front, to the Right, to the Left, or 
to the Rear, according to its line of march, or 
object of attack. 
It appears then most essential, that every 
Gentleman should pay the greatest attention 
whilst the Troop is telling off, and specially 
note and carry in his memory, his own parti- 
cular post, and the duties assigned to it; he 
Should carefully remark the number of his file, 
and whether right or left file; the Threes, Di- 
vision, and Subdivision, &c, he is told off in; 
his place in, and particularly if on the flanks 
of such Threes, Divisions, or Subdivisions, 
and the persons of those on the right and left 
of him. 
On attention of each to his place as told 


performance in Military Evolution. 
The Troop being drawn up close to croupe, 
the Exercising Officer will carefully inspect 
the ranks, and see that the rear rank, man to 
C 
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man, exactly cover the front ;—he will then 
ascertain the centre of the 'T roop, and post a 
non-commissioned Officer on the flanks of 
each division. He will then ascertain the 
centre of the Subdivisions, and post a non- 
commissioned Officer or steady man, on the 
flanks of each Subdivision, front and rear. 

From the Centre tell off by Files. — The Officer 
will call Right, the two men on the Centre, 
will call LIM, - the next Right,—the next 
Left, and so on proceeding to the flanks, I he 
front rank in calling their files, will clap the 
left hand on the cantle of the saddle, and 
look over the left shoulder, to note to the co- 
vering man the file to which he belongs. 

Tell off Divis/ons. —Noting to the man on 
each flank, his place, right or leſt. 

Tell off Subdivistons. —Noting to the man on 
each flank, his place, right or left. 

Tell off by Threes.—Noting to each, right 
and left of 'Threes, his place. 

After telling off, it is well to ascertain the 
accuracy of each knowing his place, by com- 
manding,—R:gkt Files, advance your arm,—As 
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you were; — Left Files, ditto, ditto; - Right 
and Left of Divisions, ditto, ditto; — Right 
and Left of Threes, ditto, ditto; the rear 
rank doing the same with their respective 
file-leaders. 

Subdivisions may be again subdivided, and 
told off into sections, when a Squadron is 
formed of more Troops than one, and the 
numbers of course are greater, but is not 
often necessary for a single Troop. 

Occasionally at Exercise, and Spectally if 
ordered for Street- duty, the Troop should be 
told off into sections of fours. 

When the Troop is to move by night, the 
files should be further told off from the Right 
by numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, &c. Which will 
enable the Officer commanding, even in the 
da rest night, to detach a party, and gene- 
rally to direct the whole, addressing them by . 
their numbers. 


Cl——_— 


The Troop being told off, the Officers wili 
take post. 
The Captain being the Exercising Officer, 


will front the Troop at a convenient distance. 
C2 
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When the Captain falls in, he will take 
post in the centre of the Troop, the Cornet 
in his rear. 

On the Captain moving out, the Cornet 
will take post in the front rank. 

The Capt.-Lieutenant will take post on the 
right flank, and when the ranks open to 
order, he will advance an horse's length in 
front of the third file. 

The ist Lieutenant will do the same on 
the left.— The 2d Lieutenant on right of the 
right centre division. The 3d Lieutenant on 
left of the left centre division. 

The Bugle-horn will fall in on right of the 

rear rank; on the Capt.-Lieutenant moving 
forward, the Bugle-horn will advance to right 
of the front rank. 

In performing the Evolutions, the Bugle- 
horn will move out, and attend on the Com- 
manding Officer. | 

The Quarter-Master will take post, at two 
horses' distance to the rear of the centre. 

The Word of Command, —being given by the 
Commanding Officer, 1s to be repeated in de- 
tail by the Officers, —if to the entire Troop, 
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by the Capt.-Lieutenant, &c,—if to move 
by Divisions or Subdivisions, —by the Subal- 
terns or Serjeants commanding such division 
or Subdivision. 

The Word of Command when the Troop is 
halted, is merely cautionary and directory, 
and none are to move till the word © March,' 
—excepting the directing files, as on each 
occasion will be explained. 

The Commanding Officer will wait to hear 
the directory Word of Command repeated by 
the Subalterns, &c. &c. before he gives the 
word, March. 

When the Troop is in March, no move- 
ment is to be made towards obeying any 
Word of Command, nor sound of Trumpet 
or Bugle-horn till it is finished, and then it 
is to be done with spirit, and without a mo- 
ment's loss of time. 
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REVIEW, OR INSPECTION, 


BY THE 


LORD LIEUTENT. OR GENERAL, XC. 


Tur Troop being properly told off, and 
close to croupe ; 

Rear Rank take Order. 

Prepare to Dismount.—Left or even Files of 
front and rear rein back a horse's length. — 
Man on the right advances to give the time. 

Dismount. (N. B. The manner before ex- 
plained.) 

Stand at Ease. —Examining Girts, if tight, 
Curbs, if easy, Accoutrements, &c. and if 
all in order for review. 

Prepare to Mount. — Face to the front, and 
stand steady. 

Mount. — When mounted, alternate Files 
advance to fill the intervals. Rear rank close 
to croupe. 
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Attention. 


Rear Rank take open Order, —Right and lett 
hand men of the rear, go to the right about, 
and then come round and front at distance of 
three horses' length from front rank, —hold- 
ing out the arm, as a direction to the rear 
rank to dress. 

March, — Rear rank rein back and dress 
by the right; on taking order, Officers on 
the flanks advance and take post a horse's 
length in front, each covering the third file 
from his respective flank. 

The Reviewing General approaching with- 
in fifty paces on the right, 

Draw Swords. — 

The Commanding Officer then takes post, 
fronting, and advanced two horses' length 
from, the Centre. 

The Bugle-horn sounds a charge. 

The Officers salute as the General passes. 
—When the General has reached the left 

flank, Eyes to the left. 
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The General rides round the front, and 
returns between the two ranks to inspect the 
rear.—_He then takes his station on the right 
or in front zwe will suppose in front. 

Eyes to the Right. 

Rear Rank, take close Order. 

Slope Swords, —Drop the point of the Sword 
over the right shoulder. 

By Trees, to the Right Wheel, 

March. 

The three of each rank wheeling distinc- 
tively, the three rear form in a line, on right 
of the three front, and the Troop thus forms 
a Column on six—facing to take ground to 
the right. —The Officers will, at equal dis- 
tances, flank the left of the Culumn ; the 
flank Officer on left of the first six. The 
Commanding Officer will head the Co- 
lumn. 

The principle of Wheeling by Threes, is 
to consider the centre horse as the pivot on 
which the three turn, — the centre horse must 
move round on its own ground as nearly as 
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possible; and to this it will be confined, if 
the right horse reins back whilst the left 
horse comes round, — both keeping knee to 
knee with the centre man.— If the wheeling 
is to the left, then the left horse reins back, 
and the right comes rcund,—the man rein- 
ing back must shorten his outward rein, 
inpress the flat of his leg to the flank of his 
horse on the same side, in order to turn his 
croupe the contrary way this must be done 
with gentlest efforts possible, which is a ge- 
neral rule in regard to all aids by the hand 
or heel. 

Forward. — The Column takes ground to 
the right. 

Column, to the Left Wheel. — The front six 
wheel, and each successively, but not till it 
reaches the ground the front wheeled from. 

The Column having advanced to nearly 
on a line with the Reviewing General. 

On the Left, by Threes wheel to front and form 
Iine. 
Carrà Swords. 


Rear Rank take Order. The das rank 
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reins in, letting the front gain three horses” 
length, and then moves on, keeping such 
distance. 

The Officers take post, and salute as they 
pass the General,—the Bugle-horn sounding 
a Charge. 

Having passed the General. 

Rear Rank, close to Croupe. 

Squadron, to the Left Wheel. In wheelings, 
the Troop will look the contrary way to 
which they wheel, except the outward man, 
or wheeler, who is to describe the circle, and 
he will look inwards to the Pivot, or flank on 
which he wheels; taking special care in com- 
ing round, to take such room as will leave 
accurate space for the Troop to dress at 
Easy Files“ between himself and the other 
flank.— The wheeler and those near him, in 
proportion to their distance from the other 
flank, must come round with the greater 
speed proportional to the greater distance 
they have to describe, those nearer to the 
Pivot move in proportion more gently, —the 
Pivot Man will look to the outward flank, 
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and come gently (not suddenly) round, so as 
to dress together on the word Halt, or For- 
ward. 

Forward. 

Left Divisions to the Right Double. — The Left 
Division reins in, and the Right Division 
having advanced the length of a Division 1n 
Front, the Left Division inclines briskly to 
the Right, follows and covers, keeping such 
distance. | 

Column, to the Left Wheel. If necessary from 
the strength of Squadron to form Subdivi- 
sions, the Commanding officer will order 

Left Subdivistons, to the Right Double.- 
(N. B. The Subdivisions must, in march, keep 
their original distances from each other, and 
each exactly cover the preceding Subdivi- 
S10n, )——Open Column, to the Left Wheel. — The 
Front or directing Subdivision wheels, and 
having wheeled, gets the word Forward— 
from its proper Officer. The Subdivisions 


following, successively wheel as each comes 
to the ground on which the first wheeled, — 
severally taking the Words of Command from 
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the Officer or Serjeant. posted to the Subdi: 

vision.— The Word of Command should not 

be given louder than 1s necessary for its being 

heard by the Subdivision. The whole hav- 
ing wheeled, —7ro:t.—Having reached the line 

of the General, —Open Column to the Left Wheel, 
as before. Pass the General on a br:s& T rot, — 

well closed to croupe,—and carrying Swords. 

The passing the General by Subdivisions is 
done in quick movement, for purpose of his 
inspecting the degree of expertness in the 
riders, agility of the horses, and discipline of 
both. The whole having passed,— To the 
Left Wheel, —as before. — Having reached the 
line of Parade,—To the Left Wheel, —as be- 
fore. Having reached the Ground of Parade, 
——Subd:wtsons, to the Left Wheel and form 
Squadron. Halt. You will now observe 
the importance of having kept exact distance 
of Subdivisions in March, and precisely co- 
vering.—lf the distances have been properly 
kept, the intervals will be exact for the Sub- 
divisions to wheel up in line.—And if the 
Left Files, which are now the Pivots, have 
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covered—the line of Troop will be exactly 
dressed. 


For Inspection. 


To the Right rank off in single File. — The 
Troop turn their horses“ heads to the right. 

March. The front rank from the right files 
off to pass the General, each keeping half a 
horse's length from the other; the front rank 
being clear, the rear files off in the same 
manner, and follows. 

When the whole have passed the General 
the Bugle-horn sounds to form, and the right 
of the front rank halts. 

Front rank trots up in a line and forms, 
the right of the rear gallop up to cover, the 
rear rank following in exact line. 

Return Swords. 


Attention to your Evolutions. 


Proceeding to the Cavalry Exercise, —1 
beg you will remark, that any arrangement 


made in this little book, of Evolutions under 


Heads and Classes, is adopted merely fat thr 
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convenience of reference, and that each may 
more readily find the instruction he requires, 
In practice on the Field, the Evolutions, 
or Military Movements should never be taken 
in any regular order, but should be inter- 
changed, varied, and altered, in order to ac- 
custom the Troop to move at all times, as di- 
rected by sudden occasions; and thus clear 
each Gentleman's mind, when in actual ser- 
vice, from any habits derived from Exercise, 
Saving those of constant attention to the 
Word of Command, and of promptness in 


the execution of Orders whatever they may 
be. 
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Movements in Line. 


When the Squadron is to move forward in 
line, on the word 

March, —Each should press the calves of 
his legs smartly to his horse's sides, to put 
them in motion together, —which will give 
spirit and precision to the movement, —and 
this should be done on each Word of Com- 
mand, to accelerate the march, as Trot, Gal- 
lop, Charge, &c. 

The man in the Centre will take some ob- 
ject before him to direct his line of march, 
dressing by the Centre; whilst in march, the 
bridle-hand is apt imperceptibly to direct 
with the eye, —and the files will get crowded 
and pressed towards the Centre, to avoid 
this, each must take particular care to keep 
at proper distance of file, from his next man 
towards the Centre. — Halt, — raise the bridle- 
hand, and press the legs gently to the horse's 
flanks, to throw him well on his haunches. 
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To take Ground to the Right (or Left) 
Incline. 


Turn the horses' heads to the right (or 
left,) so as to be on a line with the holster of 
the next man. 

March. — Keep the horse's head in its di- 
rection, gaining ground equally to the Right 
(or Left, according as may be the Command), 
and to the Front,—the man on the Flank, to 
which the incline is made, will take an object 
of direction, and the Rank in March will 
Dress to that Flank. 

Front. — Turn the horses' heads to the 
Front,—and eyes to Dress by the Centre. 

Prepare to Charge, —On this caution, the 
Troop will take care to shorten their reins, 
SO as to have their horses'well in hand, and 
to ensure the perfect command of them dur- 
ing the Charge. 


The Commanding Officer will take post in 


the Centre. 
March. 


Trot, — Spur on together to a brisk trot. 


1 


Cal lop.— That is, a canter, or hand gallop. 


Bugle-horn sounds to Charge, — this must 


be done at three quarters speed, —and with 
the Sword raised in a menacing attitude, as 
to strike, —or the Front Rank may charge 
stooping to the horse's neck, and the Sword 
pointed in advance, by the horse's right brow. 
N. B. This acccording to the occasion, as 

previously directed by the Commanding 

Officer. 

Halt, —Raise the bridle-hand, and close the 
legs gently towards the horse's haunches, in 
order to stop him on his haunches. 

By T hrees, to the Right about Wheel, March. 


Lon the head of Wheeling by threes, In- 


Structions have been already given; I will 
add, that in wheeling about, more particular 
attention 1s required,especially in reining back 
the Pivot horse; and this is one of the Caval- 
ry movements, that should not be on any oc- 
casion hurried, —little time could be gained, 
—and the least mistake might break the line 
and create confusion. 
To the Rear March. 
. 
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By Threes, Wheel to former Front. 

Halt. 

Wheeling by Squadron has already been 
explained under the article of Review,—sub- 
stitute Left for Right, the movement may be 
made on either Flank. 

Wheeling by Divisions has Iikewise been 
explained under the article of Review—only 
remember, that if wheeling to the Left,— 
the right of each Division is the Pivot on 
which to form, and must precisely cover, — 
as in wheeling to the right vice vers. 


To Retreat. 


Py Ditisions, to the Right and Left about, out- 


wards, Wheel. 
March. 


The Left Division wheels to the Left 
about. 


The Right Division to the Right about. 
The interval between the two Divisions 


will be that of the length of the line of Squa- 


dron,—and this distance must be exactly kept, 


4 
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and Divisions Dress in line, whilst on— 
March. 
To the Right and Left Wheel inwards, to 


former front. 


The right Division wheels inwards to the 
Right about, the Left to Left about, and form 
Troop in Line. 

By Divisions or Subdivisions to the 1127 or 
Left Mfecl— 

March. — The same instructions apply to 
Divisions, as to Subdivisions,—of wheeling, 
and covering, and preserving intervals.— 
Subdivisions in march form open Colunins. 


Of Columns. 


A Column, is any number of divisions of a 
body of Troops, of whatever denomination, 
tormed or marching behind each other. 

A Column contracts the head of the line 
of march, and accommodates the progress of 
the Troop, through narrow passes or defiles 
opening on the Right, Left, or Centre. 

A Colutinn in Infantry has a force and use 


distinct from considerations of Cavalry,— 
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— 


but yet in Cavalry a certain depth and suc— 
cession of line, hath, under certain circum- 
stances of charge, advantage to push through 
the line of enemy in escape, or for purposes 
of partizan, to gain the country in rear, or 
with other views of immediate action, or 
further scheme. 
A Column in course of march (when the 
face of the country allows of it) is often ad- 
vantageous, in preference to the longer line 
of march by Files, which in practice is found 
harassing to the rear, and keeps the horses in 
an unequal pace, — occasions their dropping 
and straggling behind, and on calculation of 
distances, admits not the so readily form- 
ing the line to front, when the pressure of 
occasion calls for it. | | 
To March by Columns, when a large body 
of Cavalry move together, is often expedi- 
ent, —their very compactness implies that or- 
ders may be more readily conveyed, and when 
given, that they may be more readily exe- 
cuted -—and above all, they are framed to 
make their Evolutions, and open their line, 
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and co-operate with any other Columa or 
body of Troops, and act in combination to 
any point of attack or defence. 

The Troop acting singly, will form its 
Column on Subdivisions. 

On the Right, - Subdivision form Column.— 
The Right Subdivision moves forward six 
horses“ lengths, --the other Divisions turn 
their horses' heads to the right. 

March. — The Subdivision right of the 
Centre,—files to the right, —the next Sub- 


divis1on the same, leading out close to croupe 
or rear of the preceding, the next the same. 


Each Subdivision, as successively its leading 
Files make up to cover the Right File of the 
first, or directing Subdivision gets the word 
from its proper Officer, Front,'—when it 
moves up and exactly covers the preceding 
Subdivision. 

Forward. The Column advances. 

Form Troop.— The Right Subdivision ad- 
vances two horses' lengths, and halts. 

The other Divisions file to the left, — 
each, on word from its Officer, fronting and 
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moving up to form, on arriving at the ground 
of its proper interval. 

On the Right, Centre Subdivision form Column. 
—TIn this case the Subdivision right of the 
Centre, moves forward as the directing Di- 
vision. Next, the Division left of the Centre 
files to the right, fronts, and covers. Next 
the Division on the right, files to the left, and 
covers. Lastly, the left Division files to the 
right, and covers, 

To form Troop. —The Divisions file out- 
ward and front, and take up their intervals 
in the same manner as before explained. 

To form Column on the left Division, or 
left Centre Division, is done subject to the 
same method, —substituting the words Right 
for Left, and vice versa, &c. &c. 

I must observe, that Columns by Divisions 
are more especially necessary in manœu— 
vring large bodies. I have said so much of 
their formation and evolution, as sometime 
you may have to act with considerable num- 
bers; and as they may too, in some few cases, 
be useful for a smaller body of Cavalry, — 
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but the Columns more especially appropri- 


ate to the nature of your service, acting as a 


single Troop, and to be employed in streets, 
lanes, woods, and generally inclosed coun- 
try, is the Column formed by Files, —and on 
these, and generally the movement of Cavalry 
by Files, I shall be more explicit, as more 
essential for your immediate practice. 


Movements hy Files. 


The system of working by Quarter Ranks 
and Half Ranks, has gradually given way; 
movements by Files have been found best 
adapted to Light Cavalry; and, by the last 
Army Regulations, re now directed gene- 
rally in performance of their manceuvres 
and evolutions, as recommended at once by 
principles of facility and of expedition. 

The man in the front, and the man who 
covers in the rear, form the File ;—and in 
movement by Files, —if from the riglit of the 
Troop, or Division of Troop, — then the rear 
rank man will march abreast on the 7:g/t of 
his front rank man, dressing well with him at 
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easy Files. —If the movement by Files 1s 
from the left of the Troop or Division,—then 
the rear rank man will be on the %% of his 
File Leader. 

Troop, to the right file —The right File 
being the directing File, faces to the right, 
—then takes an object, shrub, or tree, &c. 
to direct the line of march. The Troop 
rein their horses' heads to the right, ready 
to go off briskly together, on the word, — 

March. 
The Troop having taken ground to the 
right, to front form. — 

The Troop fronts and closes to the Centre, 
to easy Files; when it will get the word, — 
Hale.“ 

The Troop being in march by Files, to 


take ground to the right; if ordered to change 


its front, and to right form, — the directing 
File halts, the rear rank man reining to 
cover, the following Files come briskly up 
in succession by the left, and Dress by the 
right, on the directing File. 

From the Tight to the front file. — The right 
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File, as directing File, come out a horse's 
length facing to the front, the Troop turn 
their horses' heads to the right. 

March. On the word to March by Files (if 
to the front) the rear rank must press their 
horses to motion, anc. be particularly alert 
and brisk, in coming up to Dress with their 
File Leaders, —as to fall in abreast of their 
File Leader, they will have some ground 


from the rear to make up. If marching by 


Files to the rear, then the front rank will 
have the same. 

To front Form. —The directing File halts, 
the Files come up by the left, and Dress by 
the right. In coming up to form, the suc- 
cession of Files, must on no account be bro- 
ken, —they must come up regularly, though 
with speed. : 

From the Left to the Front file. The same, 
substituting left for right, when ordered to 
form, — the Files come up by the right, and 
Dress by the left. 

From right of Divisions, to front file. The 
right File of each Division moves forward, a 
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horse's length to the front, - the whole turn 
their horses“ heads to the right. R 

March.—The same instructions apply as 
before, — but here observe, that the directing 
Files, must, in their march, Dress by each 
other. By the right if marching by Divi— 
sions, —by the right Centre, if marching by 
Subdivisions, —and further, that the direct- 
ing Files must keep their exact distance from 
each other, that the proper intervals may 
remain for the Divisions to move up and 
form in line. 

To the front Form. — The directing Files 
halt, and Dress to the right, the rear rank 
man reining to cover,—the Divisions move 
up to the left of their directing Files, and 
Dress by the right. 

These Instructions apply generally to ad- 
vancing by Files, whether from Flanks of 
Troop,— Divisions,— Subdivisions,— right 
or left, the repetition in detail would be 


unnecessary and tedious, 
When in marching by Files it is required to 
double up and form fours, —If marching from 
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the right, the alternate Files move up, and 
Dress on left of the preceding File;—if 
marching from the left, then the alternate 
Files move up, and Dress on the right. 

Reduce to Files, —The alternate Files rein 
to cover, — their right Files reining to give 
them interval ;—if raarching from the left, 
vice Versd, 

As to act in a street or lane, it may be ne- 
cessary for greater head of attack or defence 
to double up to fours; so on other occasions, 
such as passing woods, narrow defiles, &c. 
it may be necessary to give the word, 

Reduce to Single File. Each rear rank man 
then drops behind, and covers his proper 
File Leader. 

When the Troop is formed in line, and it 
is proposed to advance in single File, in order 
either to pass a broken country, or to ex- 
pose as small a head as possible to cannonade 
or other fire, - then 

Subdivisions, to the front rank off (or Sections, 
or Threes. ) 

The right hand man, in front rank only, ot 
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each Subdivision, &c. moves out a horse's 
length, as the directing File. March. — The 
directing Files move forward, the front rank 
of Subdivisions, &c. ranks off, following their 
respective File Leaders,—then the rear ranks 
the same,—Distances and Files must, in this 
movement, be preserved, as much as the na- 
ture of the ground can possibly admit of it; 
and the leading Files must be careful, as well 
to Dress in line, as to keep their intervals. 

The Column formed by wheeling Threes, 
to make a head of Six, has already been noted 
under the head of © Review,'—and it is par- 
ticularly recommended, where the pass ad- 
mits of such a body acting, as it is well cal- 
culated to form line on the instant, and for 
further Evolutions. 


To form a Column on Four. 


From the centre to the front file, — The di- 
recting Files are the left of the right Divi- 
sion, and right of the left, being the centre, 
—these two Files of the front rank move 
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forward a horse's length, - opening to give 
room for their rear rank men to come be- 
tween them,—the Troop turn their horses' 
heads inwards. —March.—The Troop files 
to the centre,—and as the Files meet, they 
wheel outwards to cover the directing Files 
on the centre,—the rear ranks being between 
the front ranks.—This forms a Column or 
Four, suited to street, lane, &c. 

To front Form. —The directing Files march 
a horse's length and close in,—the rear men 
reining to cover, the Troop turn their 
horses“ heads outwards, and by Files from 
the centre come briskly up and form line, 
dressing by the centre, till they have the 
word Halt, when they Dress by the right. 

To retreat by filing to the rear, admits ge- 
nerally the application of the above Instruc- 
tions; but as there may be some variation 
in retreat, and particularly forming to face 
the Troop to its proper front, —and as there- 
in is comprized the lesson, how to face and 
form the Troop to any direction or front 
l shall add some few other instances of 
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* Word of Command,” and explanation on 
this subject. 

From the Right of Troop, to the Rear file.— 
The right File being the directing File, 
wheels to the Right about, and faces, a 
horse's length to the rear, &c. 

March.—The front rank now press their 
horses to gain the flank of their rear rank man. 

To Front form Troop. —The directing File 
goes short to the right about and halts, 
the Files countermarch, or wheel round, the 
directing file by the rear, come up succes- 
sively on the left, and dress by the right. 
Retreating from the left, —directing Files go 
to the left about, and, Al rom right of Divisions 
retreat by File, —the right or directing Files 
rein back and face to the rear. 

March.—Apply Instructions as before,— 
and remember the directing Files of Divi- 
sions must dress and keep their intervals ex- 
act. In order to form, directing Files go 
Short to the right about, - Rear, cover, — Di- 
visions wheel round and form line. 

From the Flanks, retreat by Files Direct- 
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ing Files move and face to the rear, Divi- 
Sions turn their horses* heads outwards. 

March. —Dress—and keep interval. Form 
Troop to front, —directing Files go short about 
inwards,—the right File of Troop to the 
right,—the left of Troop to the left, the 
Divisions severally wheel round their direct- 
ing Files to the Centre, and form 'Troop,— 
Halt, —Eyes to the Right. 

By Files from Flanks, on Centre form Column 
to the Rear. —The Flank Files countermarch, 
wheel round, and take post on the line of 
Croupe to the rear rank, and facing inwards. 
—'Trovp turn their horses' heads outwards. 

March. — The Files countermarch close by 
the Croupe to the Centre, when-the flank 
Files meet, they wheel outwards, and go off 
by fours with their rear rank men in the 
Centre ; the other Files follow and do the 
game. 

The whole being in Column, if ordered 
to go about, each man will turn his horse 
about outwards, singly and on his own ground, 
—and the fours will again advance,—they 
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will then be as if they had filed from the 
Centre to the Front,—and the Troop may 
be formed as before,— to front,— or to any 
point of attack.— If to change Front to the 
Right, the Right Division faces outward 
and halts, the Left Division comes up on 
its left and forms by Files;—if to Front to the 
left, — vice versd. 

If marching in Columns to the Rear,—it is 
necessary to form to the rear, — Halt, the Co- 
lumn,—R:ight Division, to the Right Wheel, — 
Left Division remains steady in Files, form- 
ing together what is called © potence.— The 
Right Division having wheeled.— Let Divi- 
sion, by Files to the Left take post and form 
Squadron.—T he Left Division files in rear of 
the Right close to Croupe, and when it moves 
to its ground, fronts and forms the line. 
As the ground may require, or it is other- 
wise necessary, the left Division might wheel, 
—and the right move to its ground by Files, 
—or the Squadron might change its front 
to either flank. Every thing may be done 
by Files. — The only care requisite is, not 
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to create confusion, by changing the order 
of Files, of Divisions, or of Ranks; and to 
avoid that, is the business of the Command- 
ing Officer. 

The changing front to the right or left, 
raay be likewise done by Divisions, and is to 
be preferred in certain instances, (dependent 
on numbers, and the nature of the ground), 
when it is expedient to preserve a portion 
of compact front, successively reinforcing to 
the point of attack, 

By Subdivisons, change Front to the Right. — 
Right Subdivision wheels square to the right 
and halts ;—the Troop turn their horses' 
heads, head to holster to the right: March. — 
The Subdivisions oblique to the right, so as 
to take their proper interval as they come 
up, to dress with the directing Subdivision ; 
each successively taking the word Halt from 
its proper Officer, as it falls in, to front in 
line. | 

Tochange Front to the Left, —The Left Sub- 
division, as directing, wheels to the left,— 


&c. &C, 
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When the Squadron is expert in the seve- 
ral movements, the Bugle-horn will give the 
signal to form Squadron. Every evolution 
must be practiced with quickness as well as 
precision,—generally on a brisk trot, and 
occasionally with speed. 


Sir mis bing. 


When a body of Cavalry or Infantry is on 
march in order to examine a country, to 
prevent surprise, or to gain information, 
Light Dragoons scour the country in front, 
flank, or rear, - and the Hussars of the enemy 
being employed to the like purpose, —singly 
or by Files, they may meet and combat, —with 
Sword and Pistol. 

Light Dragoons preceding the line of Co- 
lumns advancing to attack, gallop on by 
Files to reconnoitre the front and face of the 
enemy; others move out to check and drive 
back the party of observation, or for embar- 
rassment,—and another line of skirmish en- 
sues. | 

A main body of troops being forced to 
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retreat, in order to embarrass and check the 
enemy following in pursuit, an open line of 
Cavalry hovers on the rear, the enemy dis- 
patches forward Light Horsemen to disen- 
gage the pursuit from this obstruction,— 
Those who cover the retreating party, are 
not suddenly to give way,—but to face about 
and retreat skirmishing. 

Foraging parties, and (what may be your 
Special business,) — the feeding one army, 
and the Starving another, — or the leading 
the way of escape to a party,—or the mov- 
ing to surprise a detachment of the ene- 
my, and what is called partizanship in ser- 
vice, will frequently lead into situations of 
Skirmish. 

Even in this scattered, and apparently in- 
dependent mode of fighting, principles of 
mutual support and assistance should never 
be wholly given up ; the front and rear rank 
man of each File, should in no case abandon 


each other. They should act together, or at 


least in concert, and the whole party should ever 


have in view the giving and receiving mutual 
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aid, and keep up a line of connection through- 
out: to enforce the habit of such attention, 
in Field Exercise, the Line of Skirmish should 
be taken with all the regularity and precision 
of a line of march in parade ;—in meeting an 
enemy, such line must of course break, as its 
point of action 1s strong or weak ; but the 
habit of discipline should tend to keep, or to 
resume it, —Circumstances of skirmish will 
ever lead to break ;—but habit should lead 
to correct this as much as possible. 

The Troop to form the Line of Skirmish at 
10, 20, or 30 yards distance of Files advan- 
eing. 

At 20 yards form the Line of Shirmish.— The 
File on each flank face outwards, —the Divi- 
sions turn their horses* heads outwards. 

March—Gallop. The flank Files go off on 
a canter,—the Divisions file off outwards and 
follow,—as room is given the Centre Files 
open to twenty yards, and halt,—the Files 
next the Centre look over the left shoulder, 
and having gained twenty yards, halt, and 
front. 


| 
? 
1 
8 
) 
I 
4 


n 


'S 


[ 61 


The next File in distance from the Centre 
the same, each taking the distance from the 
File in rear, till the whole are halted and 
fronted at equal distances, the rear rank man 
of each File coming up to the left, close abreast 
of his file leader. 

The Commanding Officer, the Bugle-horn 
attending him, will take any point of line he 
prefers, —and directing the movement of the 
File at that point, —the rest will turn their 
eyes to the station of Command, and their 
operations follow the directing File. 


To Advance. 


Rear Rank, draw Swords, — Front Rank, 
draw Pistols, gallop forward thirty paces and 
fire,— rear gallop up, pass the line of front, 
playing the Broad Sword Exercise, at thirty 
yards sling Sword, draw Pistol and fire; front 
rank having loaded, draw Sword, gallop up to 
protect rear loading; pass; sling Sword, fire, 
Sc. Gc. Sc. and thus each rank alternately. 

To form Trop. — The line of skirmish be- 
ing extensive, —according to its supposed 

F 
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effect in one point of action or another,—it 
may be necessary to form the Squadron on 
the Centre, or on any File to right or left, 
as the service may require,—the sound and 
post of the Bugle-horn, will mark the direc- 
tion to form Squadron, and on sounding to 
form, the Files will turn their horses“ heads 
inwards to the point of station, wherever it 
may be, and gallop briskly up, keeping re- 
gularly their Files. 

When the Line of Skirmish is formed, the 
direction being to cover a retreat skirmishing 
to the rear, —the same alternate manœuvre 
of ranks is effected with the distinction of 
coming to the right about at each station, 
and having fired the Pistol, then the Broad 
Sword is to be caught up from the wrist to 
protect the retreat, and till having passed 
under cover of the rank, the rank retreating 
faces about and loads. 

To form Troop has been above explained. 

A Troop (though small its numbers), 
may, at Exercise or in Service, detach skir- 
mishes for its own immediate purpose ;—In 
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this case, the detachment will form their line 
in front, or in rear, at such distances as will 
cover and somewhat outflank the main body, 
—they will gallop forward, inclining and 
opening to right or left as may be, till his 
line of cover is effected, —they will then skir- 
mish as above. 

Or such detachment may be required to 
rank off, and in gallop pass close by the ene- 
my's column to distract their attention in 
manceuvre, or to reconnoitre, or with other 
view—as commanded. 

On sound of Bugle-horn, they will rejoin, 
draw Swords, and be ready to charge, or other 
movenient in Troop. 

I have at beginning of this Essay observed, 
that if occasion require, the word Squadron, 
&c. is readily substituted for Troop, &c. and 
the same principles of Military Movement 
apply, —subdividing to Sections, &c.—and 
adapting the Word of Command. 

In directions for facing the line of skir- 
mish,—you will observe it to be drawn up on 
principles of mutual assistance, and espe- 
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cially that of man to man of the same File ?— 
but much of the assistance must depend upon 
the proper use of the Sword and Pistol,—the 
Pistols of the two men in File should never be 
discharged, or both be in a state unloaded at 
the same time, —as one fires, the other should 
reserve his fire till the former is loaded. 

I am convinced that for Cavalry service, 
it is better to trust generally to the Sword, 
and consider the Pistol as a mere weapon of 


resource, —as such, in skirmish it may be most 


useful, - and like wise on all occasions of per- 
sonal enterprize but it never should be 
used in divisions, or line; the movement of 
which, at the distance any pistol might be 
discharged with effect, would have ten times 
the force from a charge, even on trot, and 
proper use of the horse and sword. When- 
ever the Pistol is fired in practice, it should 
be fired as if an object was taken, and never 
idly in the air. 

With the exercise of the Broad Sword, I 
shall close this Essay. I shall not attempt to 
explain each position of the Sword, on the 
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many words of Command; a proper Flegel 

man to show the motions, and a good prac- 

tical teacher to explain and correct the Exer- 

Cise, will be indigpensable. I will only ob- 

serve, that before the wielding the Sword in 

Exercise is attempted on horseback, it should 

be done well on foot. 

N. B. Never use your Swords, one against the 
other, in exercise of personal assault and 
guard; if so used, they will become hack- 
ed, and soon wholly unserviceable. 

Cudgel- sticks, of length and weight equal to 
that of the Sword, will answer every pur- 
pose for such practice. 
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SWORD EXERCISE. 


The Troop being close to croupe, and told 
off by Threes, &c.—Two Flege! Men move 
forward, one on the right flank, one on the 
left. 

Rear Rank rein back for Sword Exercise.— 
The man on right of the rear rank goes 
about, and takes post four horses' lengths in 
the rear. 

March.—The rear rank reins back, and 
dresses by the right. 

Prepare to perform Sword Exercise. The 
right hand three, front and rear, take up 
their ground for exercise; which is done by 
the right hand men front and rear standing 

fast, the centre and left hand men of their 
respective threes reining back to cover their 
right hand men, the centre man immediately 
behind him, the left hand man behind the 
centre, so that the Troop will form at dis- 
tant Files six deep, a third of a horse's length, 
or two feet from head to croupe between each. 


—— 
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March. The Troop does as the right hand 
three has done, taking care to dress the dit- 
| ferent ranks, and cover exactly the Files. 
Draw Swords 
Take care to perform Sword Exercise in 
| six Divisions of movement, by Word of Com- 
mand (or when perfect throughout by the 


Flegel man, as the Officer shall direct.) 


— 


Ab 


WORDS OF COMMAND, 
FOR PERFORMING SWORD EXERCISE IN {4 
SIX DIVISIONS OF MOVEMENT. ] 
_ | 5 
] 
FIRST DIVISION. 
From Flegel man, Right 
or Left, the Motion 
to be taken. 
Prepare to Guard, - - Right. 
Guard, - — - ditto. 
No. 1. Assault, - - ditto. 
2. Left protect, - ditto. 
3- Right protect, - - Left. 
4. Prepare to Guard, - Right. ( 
5. Front give point, - ditto. 
Prepare to * — ditto. 
Guard, - - ditto. 
Slope Swords, - - ditto, | 
SECOND DIVISION. ] 
Prepare to Guard, - Right. 
Guard, - Q ditto. 
No. 1. Assault, - - ditto, 
2. Guard, - - - ditto. 
3. Bridle arm protect, | ditto, 
4. Sword arm protect, - Left. 
5. St. George, - | Right. | 
6. Rear cut, - — ditto. . | 
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Guard, - - - Right. 
Slope Swords, - - ditto, 
' THIRD DIVISION. 

Prepare to Guard, - - Right. 
Guard, — - - ditto. 
No. 1. Assault, - = ditto, 

2, Guard, - n ditto. 
3. Horse's near side protect, ditto, 
4. Horse's off side protect, Left. 
5. Cut 1, 2, and 1, - Right. 
6. Left protect, - - ditto, 
7. Right protect, - Left. 
8. Prepare to Guard, - Right. 
9. Front give point, - ditto. 
10. Cut 1, - — - Left. 
Guard, - — 5 ditto. 
Slope Swords, - - - ditto, 
FOURTH DIVISION. 
Prepare to Guard, - - Right. 
Guard, - - ditto. 


No. 1. On your right to the 


front parry, - ditto. 
2, Cut 2 and 1, Right and Left. 
3. Right give point, + - Right. 
4. Prepare to Guard, - ditto. 
5. Left give point, - Left. 
6. Cut 3 and 4, Left and Right. 
Guard, - - - Right. 
Slope Swords, : - ditto, 


FIFTH DIVISION. 
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Prepare to Guard, 


Guard, 


No, 1. 


Leſt Cut 1 and 2, 
2. Right Cut 1 and 2, 


3. Left give point, 
4. Prepare to Guard, 
5. Right give point, 
6. Cut 5 and 6, 


Guard, 


Slope Swords, 


SIX TH DIVISION, 


Prepare to roars, 


Guard, 


No. 1. Right give point, 
2, Cut 1 and 2, 
3. Left parry, 
4. Left protect, 
5. Right protect, 
6. Front give point, 
Prepare to Guard, 


Guard, 


Slope Swords, 


FINIS. 


Right. 
ditto. 
Left. 


Right. 


ditto. 
Left. 
Right. 


19 and Left. 


Right. 
ditto. 


Right. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
Left. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


Right. 


ditto. 
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